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Geographical Position
Andhra Pradesh is the homeland of the Telugu people, who are also known as the
Andhras, According to historical geology, it is one of the very few oldest land masses of
the Indian sub-continent - older in geological age than the Himalayas or the Indo-Gangetic
piain, it is covered by the oldest rocks on the earth, the archeans, and had attained stability
earlier than many other parts of India. Geologically; Andhra Pradesh is situated in the 'Indian
shield', one of the eight shield-areas of the world, where the technical term 'shield* denotes a
hardened and stable complex,
Geographically, too, Andhra Pradesh occupies a unique and pivotal position in the
sub-continent, Curiously enough, the northern and the western borders of the State approximate
respectively wtth the central latitudinal and longitudinal lines of the Indian subcontinent, It
is situated on the central part of the eastern sea-board and spreads westward into Deccan
plateau upto 77*E. The northern boundary runs roughly across the latitudinal line of 20*N.
Though it is accidental, this central position has been, alt along the course of history, a
decisive factor in giving shape to Telugu culture. To the south, Andhra Pradesh spreads upto
12* 41'N. It has a common Inland boundary - on the south with Tamilnadu and Kamataka,
on the west with Kamataka and Maharashtra and on the north with Madhya Pradesh and
Orissa. On the east Is the Bay of Bengal.
The total area of Andhra Pradesh Is 2,75,045 sq, km,
Structure and Physical Features
The geology of the area may be described as an epitome of the geology of peninsular
India.
The granite rocks of the Deccan, the special Indian rock types of chamockrtes and
khondalites of the Eastern Ghats and the schistose rocks of Neltore belt - all belong to the
archeans, the oldest of the rock types in earth's history, aged 1500 to 3000 million years,
The rare manganese deposits of the Chipurupalli area of VTzianagaram district and the high
quality variety of mica deposits at Qudur in Neltore district occur in these formations.
Rocks ooeuring to the Cuddapah basin, mainly confined to some parts of Rayalaseema,
are also quite old * ranging between 600 to 1500 million years. The world's largest barytas
deposits of Mangampet and the high quality Chrysolite asbestos of Pullvendula in Cuddapah
district occur in these formations.